T he American Osteopathic Association (AOA), the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME), and the
American Association of Colleges of Osteopathic
Medicine (AACOM) entered into an agreement in February to transform the accreditation system for graduate medical education (GME) programs in the United States. The agreement was the product of 2 years of intensive discussions by a joint task force created in response to proposed changes in the ACGME Common Program Requirements as a component of the planned implementation of their Next Accreditation System. These changes would have restricted access for osteopathic physicians (ie, DOs) moving from AOA postdoctoral programs to ACGME training in residencies and subspecialty fellowships. The first meeting of the task force was held in March 2012, and after an initial assessment of the current and future GME environment, the organizations agreed that the potential benefits of a single GME accreditation system warranted pursuit of this goal.
Under the agreement, all postdoctoral training programs currently accredited by the AOA will transition to ACGME accreditation. A single system preserves access to ACGME postdoctoral training programs for DOs and takes bold strides to demonstrate the consistent quality of GME training in the In just over a year, osteopathic GME programs will begin applying for accreditation by the ACGME. Upon application, programs will enter preaccreditation status. The transition from dual accrediting bodies to a single accreditation system will take place over a 5-year period between July 1, 2015, and June 30, 2020. During the transition period, DOs who complete AOA programs that have preaccreditation status will meet the ACGME's initial year and fellowship eligibility requirements. In addition, DOs will no longer have to repeat training years or choose their GME training site on the basis of eligibility for future specialty training options.
To preserve distinctive osteopathic GME within the single accreditation system, the ACGME will create 2 new review committees. The Neuromusculoskeletal Review Committee will have accreditation authority over osteopathic neuromusculo skeletal medicine/osteopathic manipulative medicine residency programs. Its 6 members will include 5 AOA representatives and 1 ACGME representative.
A 15-member (13 AOA, 2 ACGME) Osteopathic Principles Review Committee will evaluate the osteopathic principles dimension of programs seeking osteopathic recognition across all specialties. Accreditation standards of the ACGME for osteopathic principles and practice will be added to specialty standards and will be applicable to all programs seeking osteopathic recognition. Residents from ACGME programs with osteopathic recognition will be eligible for advanced training.
The agreement confirms that ACGME standards for faculty credentials will be modified to ensure that AOA-certified DOs are acceptable as ACGME Having a unified voice on GME access and funding strengthens physician advocacy in Washington, DC, and at the state and local levels. As efforts are made to cut GME funding, the single accreditation process makes a clear statement of the collaborative work being done by the AOA, AACOM, and the ACGME to remove inefficiencies, improve GME quality, and demonstrate accountability for the public trust.
In short, the agreement streamlines the accreditation of osteopathic and allopathic GME programs but preserves and protects the structures within each profession. Together, a single GME accreditation system will prepare future generations of physicians with the highest quality GME and the broadest opportunities to serve the public.
For more information on the single accreditation system for GME, visit http://www.osteopathic.org /acgme. This Web page will be updated as addi- each nominate individuals to 4 seats on the ACGME Board of Directors, and those seats will be phased in to create staggered terms. Terms will begin after ACGME bylaws are amended, until which point the AOA and AACOM will send observers to ACGME board meetings. During the period leading up to the bylaws change, osteopathic observers will also attend Residency Review Committee meetings.
The AOA will continue to accredit GME programs until July 1, 2020. It is important to note that the single accreditation system will pertain only to the accreditation of GME programs. Other compo- Under the single accreditation system, all GME programs will have the option to request osteopathic recognition. To achieve such recognition, the program will be required to meet the osteopathic stan-
